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WILMOT GARDEN CLUB

Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Wilmot Garden Club held at 7:00 p.m. on September 15th, 2010 at the Melvern Square Community Hall.     

Sharon Hutton called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 26 people in attendance.  

As our Secretary, Margaret Moore was away, Lillian Shepperdson read the Minutes of the August 18th meeting.  Paul Despres moved the adoption of these Minutes, seconded by Barbara Friedman.  Carried unanimously.

In the absence of the Treasurer, Gail Wren, Sharon Hutton advised that the balance at the end of August remained the same as it was at the end of July, i.e. $1,655.38.   

Sharon Hutton gave a review of the annual Flower & Vegetable show held in July.  She especially wanted to thank Jennifer Niemi and Tony Chaulk.  Thanks were also extended to Fred & Marion Hole, Paul & Valerie Despres, Christine Perron, Sue Johnston, Shannon Robinson, Barbara Friedman, Gail Wren, Mary Thompson, Kelly Hutton, Andrew Clinch, Ruth Schofield and Sue and Crawford Van Horne.   She felt that it had been a very successful endeavour with over 300 entries and a 40% increase in the flower arranging section.  Sixty people were in attendance for the tea.  Sharon stated that the Show Committee would meet to look at possible revisions to the show format in order to get more people to attend.  Doug Beaman mentioned that in the past, the average attendance for the tea was between 60 and 65.  Members offered other suggestions to consider such as more advertising or changing the day of the week.

Regarding the garden manual project, Sharon advised she will be meeting with the team captains to start putting this together.

Nominating Committee:  Doug Beaman advised that the committee would meet before the November meeting.

Sick & Visiting Committee:  Lillian Shepperdson mentioned that she and Margaret Moore had visited with Grace Wile on August 26th.

Doug Beaman spoke about the upcoming Melvern Square garden project.  It was decided that this would now be done on Saturday, October 2nd at 9:00 a.m, weather permitting.  He asked for volunteers to come out to help on that day.  Alice Morrison stated that it would not be necessary to change the soil in these gardens as all new soil had been put in about 2 years ago.   However, Paul Despres mentioned that new compost and mulch were badly needed.  Doug Beaman offered the use of his rotary tiller as did Fred Hole.  Margaret Moore would be asked to send an email to all members reminding them of the date for this project.

Doug Beaman will contact Fred Walsh as to when it would be convenient for him to have garden club members go to dig up perennials at his home.  Doug will advise Margaret Moore and request that she send an email to all members.  Those interested should then contact Doug or Gail Wren.

For Show and Tell, Doug Beaman spoke about a plant that had unexpectedly grown in with his tomatoes.  It turned out that this beautiful plant was a Datura, better known as Angel Trumpet.  Doug will bring some of the seeds to the next meeting.

Sue Johnston asked the members if they could tell her what small animal could be eating her swiss chard.  It was suggested that perhaps it could be raccoons, squirrels or deer.

Norm Donovan advised the Club that October would mark 30 years since he and Betty had moved to the Valley and joined the garden club.  They are now selling their home and moving to Dartmouth.  He told members that he and Betty had appreciated how welcoming everyone had been to them and that Cecil Wile had been “absolutely fabulous”.  He had also brought along some seeds and books to give to the members and said that he still had honey available for anyone who was interested.

Sharon advised the members that following the meeting, Paul Despres would be giving a talk on how to save seeds. 

Sharon also mentioned that the seed exchange scheduled for the October meeting would be a social event following the regular meeting.  There will be no guest speaker.  Instead, members were urged to bring along seeds, preserves, recipes, etc.  Seeds should be labeled and a short description could be added as well.

Fred Hole moved the adjournment of the meeting seconded by Marnie Hazlewood.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

Lillian Shepperdson

