Wilmot Garden Club

Minutes for June 15, 2011

Members in Attendance:  28

Members Absent:  33

The meeting was brought to order at 7:03pm.  

The president welcomed new members Shelley Eaton and Elaine Armstrong.

The secretary read minutes of May 18, 2011.  Motion was made by Doug Beaman and seconded by Susan Johnson to accept the minutes.  Motion carried.

There was no correspondence.

Alice passed forward a number of the new Scotia Gardener Newsletters so interested members could pick up a copy. 

A sign up sheet was passed around to gauge interest for different dates for the Historic Garden Tour.  16 members unanimously favoured Saturday, June 25th. 

There was no business arising from the minutes.

Committee Reports:

Paul Despres read treasurer’s Report. 

The bank balance as of June 14th, 2011 is $2,203.14.  Petty cash balance is $28.02.  Cheque #037 remains to be cashed by Deidre George for $74.06. 

President’s Report:

Sharon Hutton spoke about refreshment sign up list as well as cost of refreshments at meetings. 

Sharon sent out a special thanks to Marnie for all her hard work on the raffle, which did very well. 

Regarding the flower show, Sharon stated that it did very well last year.  This year it’s being held at the Baptist Church in Middleton on July 22nd.  There are already enough volunteers for the tea to make the sandwiches, tea, etc. 

The tags are available for flower show entries, as well as print outs of regulations for vegetables and flowers. 

Marnie asked when the sandwiches would need to be made.  Sharon said they would be made the morning of the show. Sharon also stated that the tea would begin at 2:30pm, and the cost of $3.00 would include a ticket eligible for door prizes.  She encouraged members to invite friends and family. 

Jennifer recommended getting the schedule tonight.  She said there was a 40% increase of arrangements last year from previous year and she is hoping to see it increase again. 

Andrew suggested we revisit the dollar amount of the money prizes, perhaps increase them to encourage more participation and entries.  

Fred Hole gave program Committee Report. 

He stated that tonight Trish Fry would talk about the Historic Gardens.  We will also talk further about the tour.  

There will not be a Club meeting in July, instead a BBQ at the Huttons. 

Fred is hoping to organize a members' garden tour prior to the BBQ but so far no members have volunteered to show their gardens.

Sharon stated that the meat and buns for the BBQ would be provided by the club.  She asked that everyone attending bring his or her own plates, utensils, and drinks.

Bursary Report:

Kelly Hutton visited local high schools and spoke with councilors.  He’s disappointed that there were no applications again this year. He felt that we might need to revisit whom our bursary is aimed at.

Sick and Visiting Report:

Alice visited Grace Wile. She stated that Grace is doing well. 

Convention Report:

Alice and Doug were our club’s delegates at the convention in Chester.  They both gave extensive reports.  Doug stated that the location at Oak Island Inn was outstanding but unfortunately was too small a venue and people were being turned away.  He also felt that there were not many vendors.  

The Key Note speaker was Todd Boland was excellent, and spoke of notable plants from Memorial University Botanical Garden.  He showed lots of slides, concentrated mainly on rhododendrons but talked about their beauty instead of how to grow them and the plants specific needs. 

The Friday program included Vendor Displays, Reception, Silent Auction, Gardeners of the Year, Club Yearbook Display, Flower Arrangement Entries, as well as a John Risley Greenhouse Tour. 

Saturday included NSAGC Annual General Meeting in the morning, as well as a talk by Jenny Sandison about Garden Colour Throughout The Year, a talk by Peggy-Anne Pineau about Old and New Hardy Roses, a talk by Logie Cassells about Taking risks on the South Shore, and a talk by Rosmarie Bradley Lohnes about Planting with the Moon Phases.  After lunch the talks were by Coral Kincaid about Daylilies, the Perfect plant for the Maritimes, by Cora Swiminer about Rhododendrons 201, by Heather Sanft about Living Fences and Willow Baskets, and by Gail Logan about Organic Perennials and Shrubs. After coffee break the keynote speaker was Niki Jabbour talking about Kitchen Gardening. 

After the banquet the Keynote speaker was Walter Ostrom who spoke about The Seaside Gardens at Indian Harbour, following which was presentation of awards. 

Doug found the entertainment lacking but felt that the convention schedule went like clockwork.  He reported that clubs are not expanding.  There were 1752 gardeners in NSAGC but membership numbers are not growing; we must try to get more people out to meetings.  NSAGC is running a deficit at this time. 

Next year’s give away will be a Siberian Iris. 

There are new positions open at NSAGC. A judging course will be available online.

It’s time to start thinking about how to organize our 2012 convention and how we can and need to do better in regards to the presentations our district will host in 2012. 

Marnie stated that the Sick and Visiting Committee will forward a sympathy card to Canning Daylily Gardens on the death of Wayne Storrie, one of the owners of the Gardens.  

The next Wilmot Garden Club Meeting will take place September 21st at 7pm. 

Adjournment:

Alice motioned that the meeting be adjourned and Liz Winchester seconded.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:52pm.

________________________________________

Approval of Minutes by Sharon Hutton, President

