Wilmot Garden Club

Minutes for May 18, 2011

Members in Attendance:  29

Absent:  29 

Meeting was brought to order at 7:05pm.

The president welcomed new members Carolyn and Bill Sproul, also guests Brenda and Tony Sheridan.

The secretary read minutes of April 20, 2011. Motion was made by Gail Granwall and seconded by Doug Beaman to accept the minutes.  Motion carried.

There was no correspondence.

Sharon Hutton asked if the Club would like to provide a flower show award and a vegetable award at The Exhibition.  Doug Beaman made the motion and Marion Hole seconded.  Motion carried.

Sharon informed members that The Canadian Wildlife Federation was offering a Backyard Habitat Certification program. This program was initiated to recognize the hard work of Canadians in meeting the habitat needs of wildlife.  Brochures were made available to those interested. 

Business Arising From Minutes:

Date for the Melvern Square garden clean up would follow and members that volunteered at the last meeting would be contacted.

Jacquie stated that the planned clean up of her friend’s garden would take place Saturday afternoon, after our plant sale.

Committee Reports:

Treasurer’s Report was read by Paul Despres. 

The bank balance as of May 17th, 2011 is $1,379.36.  Petty cash balance as of May 17th is $28.02.

Program Committee Report was given by Fred Hole.  

Fred stated that the pruning workshop held on May 14th at 40 Beech St turned out to be a very informative afternoon. He said that Stan was a very knowledgeable horticulturalist and hopes to have him speak to our garden club during the winter months.  Fred was concerned by the poor turn out by club members.  Out of the 15 attendees, 6 were his neighbours. 

Fred pointed out that in the future he would have to schedule such events only if more members are able or willing to attend.  He also considered if attendance would increase if activities were scheduled during the week versus the weekend.

Tonight, Paul Despres presented “All You Ever Wanted to Know About Bugs in the Garden”. 

Next month’s speaker will be Trish Fry from the Historic Gardens, with a guided tour in either last week of June or first week of July.  A note will be passed to members asking for their preferable time for this outing.  Andrew will be the contact person for this event.

Fred reiterated that this outing would not be organized to any great extent if there were not going to be commitment to attend from the members. 

Andrew told us that the Historic Gardens were first opened in 1981 in an attempt to re-vitalize Annapolis Royal.  He said Trish would speak to the club about withdrawal of government funding to public gardens because they were not making money.  Andrew provided a number of tentative dates for the garden tour. Jun 25 was seen as better due to lower fees.  The cost would be $10 or $6 for members.  Also this date would coincide with the roses coming into bloom.  The second date was July 2nd, at a cost of $20, coinciding with garden tours in Annapolis Royal.  Finally, July 9th, also at a cost of $20, could coincide with the Roses and Wine tours.  Andrew suggested that the club pay the fee if the first date was agreed upon.

Andrew made a motion to cover cost of $6.00 per member for the tour of Historic Gardens.  Doug seconded the motion.  Motion was carried. 

Club would not have to pay for those members with memberships to the Historic Gardens.  When requested by Granville Thompson, a show of hands revealed that most members have been to the Historic Gardens in the past. 

New Business:

Sharon asked who would be willing to attend the convention and act as delegates on behalf of our club.  Doug and Alice volunteered. 

Sharon requested that members be there bright and early for the plant sale on Saturday.  She asked anyone who had used tools and gardening books wishing to sell to bring them. She also asked that plants be marked with prices.

Marnie stated that most raffle tickets are already sold and she will need more for Saturday.  Anyone wishing to buy tickets is to see Marnie. 

Alice suggested prices for the plants:

$2.00 for perennials, $3-$4 for bigger or special perennials, $4 for hostas, and no more than $5 for shrubs.

Sharon and Kelly would pick up tables Friday afternoon.

Sharon stated she expected to see everyone there on Saturday!

Sharon noted that someone who has already paid for one left a Garden Growing Guide Manual behind after the last meeting.

She asked that if anyone wanted to purchase a manual, to let her know in advance as it would take time to print more manuals.

Paul Despres stated that in exchange for the paid entrance fee and supper at the convention, the delegates would be required to give a report at the club meeting.

Fred Hole stated that our Garden Club Sign was up, although shorter, after repairs.  He said that it might need to be replaced soon. 

We were informed that because he lost all his plant tags, Chet Reese of Cottage Cove (beside Port George) was selling all the Japanese Irises for $8 and daylilies for $5.

Doug reported that he and Abbie went to Spring Fling in West Pubnico and had a fantastic time.  He highly recommended Alice Entrement’s Greenhouse.  

The next Wilmot Garden Club Meeting will take place June 15th at 7pm.

Adjournment:

Alice motioned that the meeting be adjourned and Marnie seconded.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:45.

____________________________________________

Approval of Minutes by Sharon Hutton, President
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